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Virginia for their assistance in working with 
local food banks and food pantries. 

I salute the excellent work of community 
grocery store managers, employees, and vol-
unteers for their dedicated work with local 
area food banks and food pantries. These gro-
cery stores are the backbone of the food do-
nation network. Without their support, food 
banks and food pantries would not be able to 
serve the community. 

This community partnership is vital to con-
tinuing to feed families throughout the 10th 
District of Virginia who are struggling to put 
food on the table. Grocery stores around the 
country can make a positive difference in their 
communities by donating unused food to their 
local food banks and food pantries. I also want 
to make it clear that food donations from gro-
cery stores to food banks are protected from 
liability under the Bill Emerson Good Samari-
tan Act. I urge grocery stores nationwide to 
follow the example of these stores in northern 
Virginia by donating food that would otherwise 
go to waste. 
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IN REMEMBRANCE OF WILLIAM L. 
TAYLOR, LAWYER AND CHAM-
PION OF CIVIL RIGHTS AND EDU-
CATION 

HON. GEORGE MILLER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 13, 2010 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Madam 
Speaker, our country lost a true education civil 
rights pioneer last week. William L. Taylor was 
a friend, an ally, a trusted advocate and true 
hero to our nation’s children. His work helped 
all children succeed and profoundly impacted 
the way we educate children in this country. 
Both the Washington Post and the New York 
Times ran obituaries on his passing. I have 
submitted these for the RECORD as well as the 
eulogy by Ralph Neas given at his Memorial 
Services. Bill will be deeply missed. My 
thoughts and prayers are with the Taylor fam-
ily during this difficult time. 

[From the Washington Post, June 30, 2010] 

WILLIAM L. TAYLOR, 78; WASHINGTON LAWYER, 
CHAMPION OF CIVIL RIGHTS 

(By Emma Brown) 

William L. Taylor, 78, a Washington lawyer 
and civil rights activist for more than half a 
century who fought discrimination on many 
fronts and was particularly dedicated to de-
segregating the nation’s schools, died June 
28 at Suburban Hospital in Bethesda of com-
plications from a fall. 

In a career spanning six decades, Mr. Tay-
lor worked largely behind the scenes in 
courtrooms and on Capitol Hill, advising 
members of Congress, drafting legislation 
and taking advantage of changing attitudes 
about race and equality to strengthen the 
nation’s civil rights laws and their enforce-
ment. 

One of his early mentors was Thurgood 
Marshall, who later became the first African 
American Supreme Court justice. Mr. Taylor 
went to work for Marshall at the NAACP 
Legal and Education Defense Fund in 1954, 
months after the Supreme Court’s landmark 
Brown v. Board of Education decision out-
lawed public school segregation. 

In 1958, Mr. Taylor helped write the 
NAACP’s legal brief for the Supreme Court 
case that compelled schools in Little Rock— 

and required schools across the nation—to 
comply with Brown v. Board and integrate 
public schools. 

During the 1960s, Mr. Taylor was the gen-
eral counsel and staff director of the U.S. 
Commission on Civil Rights. He played a key 
role in organizing on-the-ground hearings 
and investigations into discrimination 
against African Americans in the Deep 
South. The resulting recommendations by 
the commission became the foundation for 
the 1964 Civil Rights Act and the 1965 Voting 
Rights Act. 

In the late 1960s, he left the government to 
become a government watchdog. He launched 
two organizations to monitor the govern-
ment’s efforts to enforce civil rights laws, 
the Center for National Policy Review at 
Catholic University, where he taught law, 
and later the Citizens’ Commission on Civil 
Rights. 

During the administrations of Ronald 
Reagan and George H.W. Bush, Mr. Taylor 
lobbied for and helped draft stronger laws to 
address discrimination in housing, employ-
ment and voting. He also was in the group 
that led the fight against Reagan’s nomina-
tion of Robert Bork to the Supreme Court. 
They examined every article, every speech, 
every decision, every statement that Robert 
Bork ever made and put together the book 
on Bork—and that was literally and figu-
ratively the foundation for Bork’s rejection 
by the Senate, said Ralph Neas, the former 
executive director of the Leadership Con-
ference on Civil Rights, who chaired the 
Block Bork coalition. 

Mr. Taylor was perhaps best known for his 
efforts to force states and cities to make 
good on the promise of equal schools for all. 
Through the courts, he pressed for the deseg-
regation of a number of urban school dis-
tricts. In St. Louis, after a parent challenged 
the segregated school system, Mr. Taylor led 
negotiations in the 1980s that established the 
nation’s largest voluntary metropolitan 
school desegregation plan. 

In recent years, Mr. Taylor helped draft No 
Child Left Behind, the 2002 federal law in-
tended to boost the quality of the nation’s 
schools by measuring student progress on 
standardized tests, and he defended it 
against legal challenges. In his eyes, ensur-
ing excellent schools for all students was a 
matter of civil rights. ‘‘He was a huge cham-
pion for closing the achievement gap, for ac-
countability—just a hawk, and I use that as 
a huge compliment because he was ever-vigi-
lant about that cause,’’ said Margaret 
Spellings, who was secretary of education 
under President George W. Bush. 

William Lewis Taylor was born Oct. 4, 1931, 
in Brooklyn, N.Y., the son of Jewish emi-
grants from Lithuania. Growing up, Mr. Tay-
lor was the target of anti-Semitic slurs. He 
graduated from high school in 1947, the same 
year that Jackie Robinson went to bat for 
the Brooklyn Dodgers, drawing countless ra-
cial insults as he broke the major league 
color barrier. ‘‘The very first awareness I 
had about prejudice against blacks came 
from watching what Robinson went 
through,’’ Mr. Taylor said in a 1999 inter-
view. 

In 1952, he graduated from Brooklyn Col-
lege, where he met his future wife, Harriett 
Rosen. He graduated from Yale University’s 
law school in 1954. 

Mr. Taylor had served since 1982 as vice 
chair of the Leadership Conference on Civil 
and Human Rights in Washington and taught 
education law at Georgetown University. 

His wife of 43 years, who became a D.C. Su-
perior Court judge, died in 1997. 

Survivors include their three children, 
Lauren R. Taylor of Takoma Park, Debbie L. 
Taylor of San Francisco and David S. Van 
Taylor of Brooklyn; a brother, Burton Tay-
lor of Rockville; and three grandchildren. 

At Brooklyn College, Mr. Taylor was edi-
tor of the campus newspaper for two issues 
before it was shut down by the college’s 
president, Harry Gideonse, who thought the 
paper was too sympathetic to Communist in-
terests. When the New York Times printed a 
story about the closing, Mr. Taylor recalled 
in his 2004 memoir, ‘‘The Passion of My 
Times,’’ he was called into Gideonse’s office. 
‘‘I hate to ruin anyone’s career,’’ he remem-
bered the president saying, ‘‘but in your 
case, I’m prepared to make an exception.’’ 

Years later, Mr. Taylor obtained his FBI 
file, which showed that college officials had 
urged the federal government not to hire Mr. 
Taylor when he was being considered for the 
U.S. Commission on Civil Rights. They criti-
cized him for his involvement with the stu-
dent government, which one official said had 
‘‘espoused liberal causes such as the rights of 
the Negro in the South.’’ 

In 2001, Brooklyn College gave Mr. Taylor 
an honorary degree, honoring his efforts to 
secure civil rights for all Americans. ‘‘It was 
a character-building experience,’’ Mr. Taylor 
said at the time. ‘‘I learned that you could 
speak out for things you believed in and that 
nothing bad would happen to you. I have 
spent my life doing that.’’ 

[From the Washington Post, July 2, 2010] 
THE LOSS OF CIVIL RIGHTS ADVOCATE 

WILLIAM L. TAYLOR 
Bill Taylor was not one of those bold-face 

Washington names—except to those in the 
civil rights movement. If you were in that 
movement, you probably knew William L. 
Taylor, who died Monday at the age of 78; 
and if you didn’t know him, you certainly 
knew what he had accomplished. 

For more than half a century, Mr. Taylor 
was at the center of every major civil rights 
battle. As a young lawyer at the NAACP 
Legal Defense and Education Fund, he wrote 
the Supreme Court brief in Cooper v. Aaron, 
the case in which the justices insisted that 
the Little Rock schools be desegregated not-
withstanding massive local resistance. He 
worked not only to pass the landmark civil 
rights statutes of the 1960s—the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964, the Voting Rights Act of 1965, 
the Fair Housing Act of 1968—but to ensure 
their extension and rewriting in the face of 
hostile Supreme Court decisions in the fol-
lowing decades. He focused particularly on 
school desegregation—most notably negoti-
ating a voluntary desegregation plan for St. 
Louis schools—and ensuring educational op-
portunity for students in impoverished 
areas, a passion that led him to join forces 
with the Bush administration in writing the 
No Child Left Behind law. In his various 
roles, as general counsel and staff director of 
the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights, as ex-
ecutive director of the Leadership Con-
ference on Civil Rights, as a law professor 
and private practitioner, Mr. Taylor was, in 
the words of the late Sen. Edward M. Ken-
nedy, ‘‘a long-distance runner on the road to 
justice.’’ 

The Brooklyn-born son of Lithuanian im-
migrants, Mr. Taylor wrote in his memoir, 
‘‘The Passion of My Times,’’ that he turned 
up for work at the Legal Defense and Edu-
cation Fund fresh out of Yale Law School 
‘‘with virtually no interaction with African 
Americans. Jackie Robinson provided my 
only civil rights education.’’ But his passion 
for civil rights, like his passions for baseball 
and jazz, never waned. His funeral Wednes-
day featured repeated references to Mr. Tay-
lor’s strong, sometimes prickly, personality. 
‘‘He was never afraid to share his side of the 
argument—whether or not you wanted to 
hear it,’’ his 13-year-old granddaughter, 
Simone, wrote in a memoir read at the serv-
ice. ‘‘He knew when to take a stand, and he 
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